
 
 

PREMIER HANDS OUT HOMES 

Cathy Dlodlo  

Families from a farm in Viljoenskroon this week received 47 houses as part of Premier Ace 

Magashule's Operation Hlasela. The project has been dismissed by the opposition as self-serving and 

designed to promote the ANC. 

The two-bedroom houses are just one of many initiatives undertaken by Hlasela. Through this project, 

several communities have been granted their service delivery wishes. 

Schools, classrooms and houses have been built. Yet the Free State was among the three provinces 

issued a warning by housing minister Tokyo Sexwale last month for not spending all of its housing 

budget. Sexwale warned that if provinces under spent on their budgets, their money would be 

reallocated to provinces that do spent theirs. 

Free State, Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal spent the least in the first six months of the financial 

year. The province spent only 18.7 % of their allocated R1.3bn – the worst in the country. 

Peter Frewen, a DA member of Free State legislature, says his party is against the allocations in the 

budget. He says service-delivery departments, such as the health department, had to surrender 

millions to "other priorities in the Free State". 

"One only has to look at the conditions of the Universitas Hospital, never mind Pelonomi, to realise 

that this R15m could be better spent on just doing repairs and painting of this hospital." 

The New Age is in possession of a letter written by the former head of the provincial treasury to 

different department in preparation for the adjustment budget for the 2009-2010 financial year. 

In the letter, the health department is being informed about its allocation and that R2 929m for 

Operation Hlasela commitments was approved. 

This while the delivering of health services was crippled by a 45% vacancy rate, a serious shortage of 

ambulances and medicines at most hospitals in the province. 

Roy Jankielsohn, leader of the DA in the province, said it was unacceptable that Magashule had a 

special fund, saying that it seems this fund is not regarded as State funds. 

"During a meeting with members of the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) and the provincial 

legislature at the Diyatalawa Agri-village near Harrismith, the MEC for Public Works and Rural 

Development indicated that there is a special Hlasela fund that is not regarded as government money 

and is therefore not subjected to legalities." 

Jankielsohn said this statement had far-reaching implications and confirmed that Operation Hlasela 

was an election campaign to strengthen both the premier's and the ANC's position in the province. 

Magashule's spokesperson, William Bulwane, said the Free State provincial government did not have 

to react to opposition parties who described Hlasela as the premier's election campaign. 

[Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 



 
 


